Historic Polegreen Church Foundation
Mechanicsville, Virginia

Easter Sunrise Service
April 21, 2019 - 7:00 a.m.
The Historic Polegreen Church Foundation Site

WELCOME

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Starzer

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.
He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
On this day you won victory over death,
raising Jesus from the grave
and giving us eternal life.
Glory to you, O Christ:
For us and for our salvation you overcame death
and opened the gate to everlasting life.
Glory to you, O Holy Spirit:
You lead us into the truth.
Glory to you, O blessed Trinity,
now and forever. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
EASTER HYMN

The Rev. Nancy Clark
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
3. But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
4, Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
DECLARATION

The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnson

The people will repeat “Hallowed Be Your Name!”

OLD TESTAMENT READING Acts 10: 34-43
The Rev. Evan Wildhack
34

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
SPECIAL MUSIC I Just Steal Away and Pray
Bethlehem Band

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Luke 24: 1-12
The Rev. Evan Wildhack
1
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did
not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you,
while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed
over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8
Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb,
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the
other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.
12
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed
at what had happened.
SERMON

Is He Dead?

PASTORAL PRAYER

The Rev. Evan Wildhack
The Rev. Darren Utley

FINAL HYMN
Joy to the World
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns;
let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessing flow
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Mr. Wildhack

Please join us later this morning for one of our Easter
services:
Bethlehem Presbyterian Church
2446 Old Church Road
Mechanicsville
11:00am Worship Service
Fairfield Presbyterian Church
6930 Cold Harbor Road
Mechanicsville
9:00am Contemporary Service and/or
11am Traditional Service
Mechanicsville Presbyterian Church
7339 Atlee Road
Mechanicsville
10:00am Worship Service
New Hanover Presbyterian Church
10058 Chamberlayne Road
Mechanicsville
9:30am Worship
Today’s Participants: The Rev. Evan
Wildhack, The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnson, The
Rev. Nancy Clark, The Rev. Darren Utley,
and The Rev. Steve Starzer.
Musicians: Bethlehem Band

Host churches Bethlehem Presbyterian Church,
Fairfield Presbyterian Church, Mechanicsville
Presbyterian Church and New Hanover Presbyterian
Church welcome you today, along with the Historic
Polegreen Church Foundation.
This site reflects the legacy of religious freedom
wrought by the early Presbyterian pastor, the
Reverend Samuel Davies, and the surrounding
colonial community. All faiths benefit by the
opportunity to worship God freely. This Sunrise
Service welcomes all Christians to celebrate the risen
Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Contributions for Historic Polegreen Church
Foundation are welcomed. We are deeply grateful for
their participation with us in this very special event!

